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Huge potential: refugees and asylum seekers can be a 'positive force’ for cities, but only if the right policies are pursued

GIVING CITIES AVOICE
IN ASYLUM POLICY

Europe’s largest cities are
calling for a greater say in
EU asylum and immigration
policies. London's Mayor
Ken Livingstone, Berlin's
Governing Mayor Klaus
Wowereit and Rome’s
Commissioner for Social
Welfare Raffaela Milano
explain why

For EU asylum and immigration policy,
2004 is an important milestone.

It marks the end of the five-year
programme agreed by the EU summit
in Tampere in 1999, fellowing up on
the pledge contained in the 1997
Amsterdam Treaty te establish "an
area of freedom, security and justice”
in Europe.

The package of asylum and immigration
measures adopted by the Union up

to 2004, whatever its shertcomings,
offers hope for some improvement in
local and national regimes — especially
in those EU member states where

asylum regimes have so far been little
developed.

As the first phase closes, the Union is
in any case preparing for a new, equally
active, stage of work on asylum and
immigration policy.

The European Refugee Fund is up for
renewal. The Union’s current Dutch
presidency is giving priority to getting
agreement in the Council of Ministers
on future guidelines for the domain of
justice and home affairs. Besides further
work on a common asylum policy,

this includes measures to foster the
integration of immigrants,
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